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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The enſuing diſcourſe was addreſſed to bs 5 
8 intiabitaincs of Olney (without diſtinction of religious 
perſuaſions) from the pulpit of the Rev. Thomas 
Hillyard, Paſtor of the Independent Congregation: 
w hoſe place the Author had been engaged, previouſly 
to the appointment of the Subject, to ſupply at the 


time when it was preached. Excepting a few 


, obſeryations of general import, which have been 


added, it reſembles as nearly what was then delivered, 
as the recollection of a diſcourſe ſpoken extempore, 1 


and at very ſhort notice, can admit. 5 
The letter annexed, which was ſigned by thirty of 
the principal people, ſuffices to explain the motives 
of publication, and aftords a pleaſing ſpecimen of 
the great and general eſtimation in which. the late Hon 
Mr. Cowper v was held * his neighbours. 1 


es 00 Rev, Sir, 


5 We the under Hgned e & "Olney, . were 
Pera at the delivery of your diſcourſe on the death of our 
late worthy and highly eſteemed neighbour Mr. Cowper, beg 


leave to offer you our beſt thanks for the account you gave of _ 


his very ſingular experience: an account which was not only 
peculiarly intereſting to us (many of whom were perſonally _ 
- | acquainted with him), but to a neighbourhood in general, 


Where he Was 1 well. known, and WF beloved. and 
\ honoured. | 


We have. wageoer: to make known: 'our moſt i and. 


- earneſt requeſt that you will conſent to the printing of the ; 
| ſermon; X favour that we flatter ourlelves you will have the 


goodneſs not to refuſe, from a conſideration of the intereſt 


wich the public at large take in every thing that relates io 


oo ſo eminent a Character; - but more eſpecially from a view of the 


important fervice, which the publication of ſuch a diicourſe may, 


under the divine blelling, render t to the Church of: Chriſt. 


7 To the Rev. Samuel Greatheed, | 
e Face „ 
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SERMON 


dein br. 8, 9. 


. my e ( are) not your eats, a | 
5 torn) your Ways my WAYS, faith the Lorp. For (as $ 
the heavens are higher than the earth, fo are my 4 
_ ways higher than your . and 1 _ than = 


my — f 


A: H E axonal. Creator PAY governor of the 
_ univerſe vouchſafed to intimate, in theſe words — 
particularly addreſſed to the Jewiſh. nation, the 
vaſt diſproportion, and conſequently. the frequent 155 

oppoſition, of divine and human counſels. It had 

pleaſed God to ſelect the family of Abraham to be 

the depoſitaries of his revealed will, until that ful. - 

neſs of time ſhould come, when the glad tidings of 
Redemption completed by the ſacrifice of the Son. 
of God, ſhould be publiſhed to all nations. The 

| Hebrews had inherited this privilege twelve hun- 

dtrred years, when Iſaiah propheſicd to them. If we 
reflect upon the powerful influence of habit on the 
judgements of mankind, it will not ſeem ſtrange _ 
that this people conſidered the knowledge of the 
only true God as their excluſive and unalienabe 
property. The principal labour of the prophet 


: Lala! was directed to the removal of this abſurd OY 


— pr rk ee A res RET TT 


ag tif 


5 and baneful prejudice. For this purpoſe, he ſtrongly : 


urges upon their attention the important truth * 8 


preſſed in the words that I have read to you; 


truth, which, although it may appear ſelf e ident, . 5 
been lamentably diſregarded by perſons of various 
1 e in every age of the world. 


1 with, at this time, to impreſs upon your minds 


£1. confideration of the infinite ſuperiority of the 
5 thoughts and ways of God to ours, on occaſion of 
the deceaſe of our late excellent neighbour. and 
friend Mr. Cowper, who died at Eaſt Dereham in 
Norfolk, on the 25th day of the preceding month. | 
ED: Extenſively as he is eſteemed and admired on account 5 
of his poetical compoſitions, it is in i town and 
neighbourhood, where he ſe: it nearly half his life, 
that he was beſt known, and thereſore moſt Helo. ed. 4 
1 Having been honoured with his peculiar trie 1dſhip, | 
and being at this juncture called to preach to you in 
the abſence of your worthy Pafor, on what folemn 1 
3 „ Jubjec&t- can I fo Pro perly ac dreſs you, as on an 
eee.rent which is certainly more in tereſting to us than 
to any other worſhipp ing aſſembly of Chriſtians ? 
__ You have therefore {ignited your with that I ſhould 
ſpeak to you on this affecting ſubject; and 1 have 
e ag Bitte doubt of your earneſt. attention, as I had of 
vpour crowded attendance. May the F ather of lights, 
the giver of every good and perfect gift, direct me 
how to Improve to your everl ating benefit, this 
ſingular and important occaſion * I need jour 
warmeſt interce$ion, as well as your moſt extenfive 
_ candour, in attempting to diſcuſs a ſubject which 
baffles my underſtanding while it engages my heart, 


To ſee a perſon of moſt amiable manners, of.very 


a eminent Senn, and of ng picty, e 3 


for 


CESS 


0 for lvoſt half 11 e term of mortal exiſien nce in hopeleſs 0 
dejection, and often in inſupportable terrors, is not 
only alllicti e to humanity, but diſheartening and 
alarm ing to the ſincere and experienced Chriſtian. 
We are net, Eretkren, of thoſe unhappy claſſes of 
ſcciety, VO Giſh: ute the being, « or the government 
ol an eternal Lower. We are not among thoſe 
ho hr e never reccived, or who have rc; jected, the 
= wad of God, that um eils eternity, and proclaims ; 
___ ſalvation thro! ugh the Llood of. Chriſt to guilty and 
depraved creatures. We believe not only that in 
Hod ue live and move and have our Re” but alſo 
1 that the father of our {ſpirits has immediate acceſs _ 0 
to them, and werks in us what is pleaſing in His 
ſight, both to will and to perform. Our dear de- 
poarted friend poſſeſſed like precious faith. He felt 
and exempylified its lanctityl ing effects. Yet deſtitute N 
of hope, Tel; ecting this life and that which was to 
come, he might naturally be thought by others, as 
due deemed himiſelt, of all men the moſt miſerable. 
How ſhall we in ſuch. an inſtance, vindicate the 
vays of God to man? Shall I conduct you into 
the labyrinth, without a clue to guide you e 2 


it? Or ſhall facts, the moſt intereſting facts, 


ſuppreſſed, leſt they ſhould be abuſed By no 3 
Falſchood, alone, needs to ſhun the light. Wiſdom 

N juſtified of all her children. Ihe Lord's lingular _— 
dealings with our deceaſed friend, could not be 1 
umjuſt to him; and they cannot be unprofitable RR. | 
ut, if we humbly and ſeriouſly cOnLtermmpare „ 

EZ No more would I ſcruple to declare the whole 
conduct of God, than his whole counſel, ſo far asl! 

can learn it. But who can find out the Almighty _ 

c to poplecion?, Our Text. forbids the a . 
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: May we feel, and may we profit by the truth it 
holds forth! With this view, I purpoſe--to ſuggeſt 
ſome remarks upon the infinite difference between 


God's thoughts and ways, and thoſe of man; — then 


to apply theſe obſervations to the Lord's dealings 
with our deceaſed friend ; --and to cloſe with ſuch 


practical inſtructions as we may, and 


ought to deduce from the ſubject. 


Firſt, conſider the infinite difference between the 


thoughts and ways of God, and thoſe of man. My 
I fbougbis are not your thoughts, faith the Lord; 
for as the heavens are higher than the earth, ſo are 


my thoughts than your thoughts. By the heavens, 


in the language of the old Teſtament, 1s uſually 5 
meant the whole creation of God beyond ns 
terraqueous globe. The vaſt expanſe, containing 
5 not only the ſun that enlightens our own and other 


lanets, but innumerable ſuns, on each of which it 


5 s probable. that ſome planctary ſyſtem depends, 
„ affords; when compared with the earth, a magnificent, 
yet a very imperſect illuſtration of the ſuperioritx 

df God's thoughts to ours. It is the capacity of 
thought, the faculty of reaſon: that raifes us, as 
huuman beings, to ſome reſemt lance of God; bur 
while the moſt exalted of ſpiritual creatures remains 
at infinite diſtance below his Creator, we appear 
io occupy the loweſt place in rational and immortal 
exiſtence. What can we conceive of the immenſe _ 
difference between the thoughts of our firſt parents 
before they were degraded by fin, and the thoughts 
rmed them from the duſt of the 


what a depth below their level, 


= have we, as rational creatures, been plunged by the 
corruption of our minds! Small is the portion 
; « of Knowledge reipotting paſt cvents chat we. een 
LS "un. 1 


69 5 


obtain by the moſt indefatigable reſearch; and how 
ſmall a part of the little knowledge we acquire, can 
ve uſually retain in our memories! Nothing that 


une ſſee around us, or feel within us, is perfectly | 
comprehended by us. We live, and move, ue 


know not how. Incapable of obſerving more than 


one object at a time, all others exiſt every moment 
unthought of by us. F uturity in this liſe, or in 


the world to come, is wholly ! impenetrable to our 


Perceptions. On the contrary, He who in human 


nature was the expreſs image of the inviſible God, 


knows all things. The paſt, the preſent, and the 


future, all that ever was, that is, and that ſhall he, 


3 the ſame inſtant, is bare, and laid open, to the N 
mind of God. If we conſider merely our rank in 
natural being, can it be otherwiſe, than th. 2 the 
© judgements and purpoſes we form, ſhould be in- 
\ finitely beneath thoſe of God? Alas, that w hea us 
condeſcends to "make known at iy thought that 
cmanates from his eternal mind, <ve ſhould ; reſa lime 
do ſit in judgement. on the re. cl tion he \ ouchſat _ 
nauy cven to cavil at, oppoſe, and re, & h is decl irations! 
What have e to do, but: hum y, a: id with revereace, 5 
to examine into the CY dcn * 01 Q: \ 11 ie re vel don; 
to adore the grace thut imparts to us the thoughts 
of God; make his prece; ts our invaria-le ue 
conduct, bis promices vur oaly & ound of hope ; "A 
5 firmly to rely upon divine truth, in cates where” its 
conſiſtency or accompliſhment, exceeds the Randard | 5 


of our weak and corrupt under ktandin 82. - 


Iꝓ)zhe word of divine infpiration alferts that the 
3 of man is deceitful above all things and 
deſperately wicked ; that his thoughts are only evil, 

; — at + concinually. Ic. is not therefore e chat : 
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our carnal minds receive not the 1 of the 
Spirit of God, nor can know them, becauſe they 
are ſpiritually diſcerned. Till the mind of man 5 

is renewed after the image of God in wiſdom and 

| knowledge, it may be faid of all, as it was of the 
enemies of Zion, They know not the thoughts 6 
ol the Lord, neither underſtand they his counſel.” _ 
Happy is it for us, if we have become fools, = 
ne may be wiſe: if, convinced of our folly „ 
guilt, we have received Chriſt, as of God made 
unto us wiſdom and righteouſneſs ! ” Whoſoever 
truſteth in Him ſhall not be confounded. On . 
this foundation we are ſafe, to however narrow a 
ſphere our religious perceptions may be conſined 


and however confuſed they may be on ſubjects of 


diſpute among religious people. Our diſputes 
indeed, ſeem, in many reſpects, to ariſe from our _ 
- ſorgetfulneſs, that the thoughts of God are not 
e ur thoughts, though they are clothed in our _ 
*- words; How inadequate muſt be our liſping 
and ſtammering accents, to expreſs the eternal 
mind If when ve would make brute animals _ 
PE, underſtand us, we muſt imitate their inſtinctive 
notes, and often aſſume appearances of irrational 
:-: => er £0: inforce their obedience, how much more 
muſt the Holy Spirit ſtoop, when he ſpeaks after 
the manner of men! © As the heavens are higher . 
then the earth, ſo are my thoughts than * bo 
8 thoughts, Rich the Lord. 


The infinite ſuperiority of the thoughts of God: 5 


requires that ws. ways ſhould not be our ways. 

The conduct of one man differs from that of 

another in proportion to the enlargement of his 

views. But feeble as the human mind is in its 
beſt t eſtar, and blinded as the wileſt are F 
: En, Eo 


THEY 


. effects of ſin, our ways remain at infinite diſtance 
from the ways of God, and are often in direct 


_ oppoſition to them. God gave his law to our firſt 


parents: but they liſtened to the tempter, and were 
ſeduced into tranſgreſſion. God revealed a deliverer, 
and required faith in him as the future ſacrifice 


for fin: but man neglected, or groſsly perverted wy 


the appointed ſacrifices. From time to time, God 
_ renewed to individuals the revelation of his com- 
mands, his promiſes, and his threatenings : but men 
vere deaf to warnings, and blind to examples; 
they became wholly corrupted, and were deſtroyed 

by the Flood. From one family God raiſed a nation, 

to whom he gave written laws, and expreſs promiſes 


that the Meſſiah ſhould be maniſeſted among them: bi | (l 


but the conduct of the Jews was an almoſt uninter= 


5 ruped courſe of provocation; and when the Meſſiah _ 


came, they rejected and crucified him. The Goſpel, 


of which they proved themſelves fo unworthy, was 


then preached to mankind at large: but its preach- 
ers were perſecuted; and no ſooner were its doctrines 


generally admitted, than they were ſhamefully cor- 


__Tupted, and their holy tendency almoſt wholly fru- T 


ſttrated. The Lord raiſed up inſtruments for the Gs [ 


recovery of his revealed word from that oblivion in 
which it had been involved by ſuperſtition ; and 


bleſſed be God ! we ſtill enjoy ſome happy effects y 
of the Reformation. Many run to and fro, and 
9 5 knowledge i is increaſed. But alas! the contrariety of 


the ways of men to thoſe of God cannot be denied, f 


vVvhile fo great a part of the habitable earth remains 


85 in heatheniſh idolatry, and ſo much of the reſt in 1 | 


Mahometaniſm, Popery, and Judaiſm ; while a 
= great majority of chem who have the bros fog 
. N 1 


id ns : 
forth to them, remain ignorant, abandoned, or merely 
moral and phariſaical ; and while. they who hear and 
profeſs to believe the Goſpel, bring forth fruits ill 

ſuited to repentance and everlaſting life. In this 
ton, where the truth as it is in Chriſt, has for ſo 
many years been preached with purity and zeal, to 
each of the three religious denominations among 
_ you; what awful proofs remain, that an infinite dif. 
ference, a dreadful contraſt, ſubſiſts between the ways 
- 0: God-and the ways of: mn 


11 But I truſt that I am addreſſing many, to whom 
dhe preaching of the Croſs is the power of God 
unto ſalvation. Some of you were wicked and 
unrighteous; but, through the rich and ſovereign _ 
grace of God, you have been enabled to forſake 
© pour ways and thoughts, to ſeek the Lord while be 
could be found, and to call upon him while yet 
1 near. You know it to be true, that the ways of 
wiſdom are ways of pleaſantneſs, and, all her paths MI 
{| are peace. So far as you exerciſe faith in the goſpel _ 
of Chriſt, you are truly happy, in whatever circum- 
ſtances you may be placed. All that you have 
F to lament, is the deficiency of your faith. Your 
[| Ra thoughts, and your ways, are, in a meaſure, brought 
do reſemble thoſe of God: but it is in a very 
ſ aumperfect meaſure; and hence your deſires and 
expectations often claſh with the purpoſes of God. 
In ſuch caſes, learn from our text, your duty, and 
your privilege; — to ſubmit to the infinite wiſdom = 
of God; and to rejoice that He is leading you, 
though by a way you know not, toward the belt _ 
aSttainments by the beſt means. You cannot be 
ſurpriſed that the thoughts of God are unſearchable, 
and his ways paſt finding out, if you conſider what 
Bnorant and weak creatures we are. It is not that 


they 
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By are e imperfect, or inconſiſtent. The whole is 
1 Gonbtleſ regulated by an unerring plan, that muſt, 
and that ſhall be accompliſhed, in the moſt ſuitable 


manner. Remember the vaſt. inferiority. of your 


| thoughts and ways to thoſe of God, when you are 
tempted to ſpeculate upon the mode of the divine 


ſubſiſtence, upon the firſt occaſion of evil, upon the 


| fall of angels and of men, upon the myſteries includ- 


cd in the work of redemption. by our Lord Jeſus 

_ Chriſt, and upon the inſcrutable connexion between 
God's decrees and operations, and our own choice, 
conduct, and final condition. Complain not that 
the ſpirit of God has not more fully dwelt upon 


1 ate ſubjects in his written word; when there is 


8 0 already recorded ſo much more than we are able to f 


comprehend. Let the ſame rational ſubmiſſion be 


LET exerciſed with reſpect to the works of God, as to his — 


word. While the creation groans / and travaile to. 
_ gether, let us be reſigned. | If the clouds that hang 


over the moſt exalted or extended proſpects on earth, 

involve as in total darkneſs, let us ſtill © truſt in hg 
the name of the Lord, and ſtay upon our God.? 
here are caſes in the ſpiritual experience of 
believers, that perplex the moſt fkilful caſuiſt; and 


; = apprehend that the wiſeſt miniſter of Chriſt 


ſeldom aſcends the pulpit, without feeling the _ 
difficulty of adapting his inſtructions to the various 


conditions of his hearers. It pleaſes God to deal 


: 5 peculiarly with ſome individuals, whoſe Experience, 


on account of their perſonal eminence, is likely to 

become extenſively known, and attentively con. © 
ſidered. The final iſſue is certainly the beſt poſſible RY 
; =o themſelves ; but their unuſual trials are, without 
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appears remarkably to be intimated by the ſingular FE. 
*ondudt of the Lord toward our excellent neighbour 
deceaſed, Let us therefore contemplate his ex- 


perience, both as a demonſtration of the important 


truth contained in the text, and as a ſource of pro- 
fitable inſtruction to ourſelves. With this — 0 
1 Proceed, | 1 
Sacecondly, To apply the obſervations that have 

| boi made, to the Lord's dealings with our departed 
ee Theſe may be conſidered, with regard ro 
his outſet in life; to the early part of his religious 
Experience ; -- to his long continuance in ſpiritual 


diſtreſs ; -- and to his late releaſe from affliction and = 
5 infirmity. 2 


The entrance of our late fiend upon the crnnfivie 


| ſcenes of this life, apparently led to a kind of 
eminence very different from that to which he 
attained; Born of amiable and reſpectable parents, 
of noble affinity, and connected with perſons of 
great worldly influence, his advancement in tem 
pPoral affluence and honour ſeemed to demand no 
1 extraordinary mental endowments. His opening 
genius diſcovered, however, a capacity for elegant 
litereture; and he enjoyed che beſt advantages for im- 
pProvement in ſo pleaſing a purſuit. With uncommon 
albilitics, he poſſeſſed a moſt amiable temper; and he 
9 became not only the darling of his relations, but 
beloved and admired by his affociates in education; 1 
Tome of whom with inferior proſpects have ſince ny 
_ riſen to diſtinguiſhed reputation, and even to the 
| higheſt Pos 
that vere naturally built on ſo flattering a ground, 9 
verre undermined at an carly period. From child- + 
T hood, during which e our late friend lofts a much loved 


onal rank. But the towering hopes 


Parent 


( 16 ) 


$9 parent, ls ſpirits were always very tender, and 39 
greatly dejected. His natural difidence, and de- 
preſſion of mind, were increaſed to a moſt diſtreſf : 
ing degree, by the turbulence of his elder comrades 
at the moſt celebrated public ſchool in the kingdom. 
And when, at mature age, he was appointed to a 
| lucrative and honourable ſtation in the Law, he 
| ſhrunk with the greateſt terror, from the appearance 
which it required him to make before the upper 
houſe of parliament. Several affecting circumſtances 
concurred to increaſe the agony of his mind, while 
revolving the conſequences of relinquiſhing. the poſt 
to which he had been nominated ; and he withec or 
madneſs, as the only apparent means by which his 
perplexity and diſtreſs could be terminated. A deſ- . 
peration, of which few among mankind can ſorma 
ſuitable conception, but w hich - it may be hoped. 
many will regard with tender pity, drove him to 
attempt ſelf- murder; and the manner of his preſer- 
vation in life, or rather of his reſtoration to it, indi. 
cated an unuſual interpoſition of the providence of 
God. His friends no longer perſiſted in urging him 0 
to retain his office. It was reſigned and with it 
his flattering proſpects vaniſhed, and his connex ions 
with the world diſſolved. A ftriking inſtance of the 
| inſtability of earthly hopes, and the inſuſficiency of 
human accompliſhments to promote even temporal 
comfort! Far other expectations had been enter- 
tained in the circle to which our late friend was at” 
that time known; but“ my thoughts are not your | 
thoughts, neither are Four ways ** ae Gaich the 1 


85 Lord. wm 


At this awful 1 appears to have 3 1 


: Mr, Fonper's ſerious attention to the ways of God, 
' ä Huang 
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. Having bai einc in the knowledge of 1 holy 


ſcriptures, and eſtranged from the fool-hardy arro- 
= gance which urges unhappy youths to infidelity, he 


had conſtantly retained a reverence for the word of 


Sod. His manners were in general decent and ami- 


able; and the courſe of pleaſure in which he indul- : | 
ged himſelf being cuſtomary with perſons in ſimilar 


circumſtances, he remained inſenſible of his ſtate as : 


a finner in the ſight of God, till he was brought to 
reflect upon the guilt of that action by which he had 


nearly plunged himſelf into endleſs perdition. His 
mind was then, for the firſt time, convinced of the 


evil of fin, as a tranſgreſſion of the law of God; and 
he was terrified by the apprehenſion that his late 


offence was unpardonable in it's nature. Inſtead of 
finding relief from reading, every book he opened, =, 
of whatever kind, ſeemed to him adapted to increaſe 
his diſtreſs; which became ſo pungent as to deprive | 
; Hoot his uſual reſt, and to render his broken 
_ Numbers equally miſerable with his waking hours. 
While in this ſtate, he was viſited by the late A 
Martin Madan, who was related to him. „ 
plaining from the ſcriptures the doctrine of original T 
fin, Mr. Madan convinced him that all mankind 


| were on the ſame level with himſelf before God; 


the atonement and righteouſneſs of Chriſt were fer . 


forth to him as the remedy which his caſe required; 5 


= and the neceſſity of faith in Chriſt, in order to 


experience the bleſſings of this falvation, excited his 
carneſt doſire for the attainment, His mind derived 
preſent caſe from theſe important truths, but ſtill _ 
1 inclined to the ſuppoſition that this faith was in his 
3 on power, The following day he again ſunk un- 


der che horrors of Ni ; and that diſtradtios : 
1 : _ wah 


. 6 * y 


ers he had ſought as a refuge from the for "Y 


man, now ſcized him amidſt his terrors of cternal _ 


judgement. A vein of ſelf-loathing ran through | 


| the whole of his inſanity ; and his faculties were ſo 


completely deranged, that the attempt which he had 
= lately deplored as an unp! nab tranſgreſſion, 5 
nou appeared to him an indiſſenſable work of piety. 


= He therefore repeated his aſſault upon his own lite, 


under the dreadful deluſion, that it was right to rid 
the earth of ſuch a ſinner; and that the ſooner it 
was accompliſhed, his future miſery would be the 
more tolerable. His purpoſe being again merciful- 


I y fruſtrated, he became at length familiar with de- ; 


ſpair, and ſuffered it to be alleviated by converſation = 
with a pious and humane phyſician at St. Albans, 


| under whoſe care he had happily been placed. He 
began to take ſome pleaſure in ſharing daily the 


domeſtic worſhip which was laudably practiſed by _ 1 


5 Cotton; and he found relief from his deſpair 8 


5 i by reading 1 in the ſcriptures, that « God hath ſet 1 
forth Chriſt Jeſus to be a propitiation, through _ 


faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs tor _ 
the remiſſion of ſins that are paſt through A 


pbPcearance of God. '” Romans 111. 25. While meth. 
tating upon this paſſage, he obtained a clear view ea 
of the Goſpel, which was attended with unſpeakable _ fo 
joy. His ſubſequent days were chiefly occupied 


„ with praiſe and prayer, and his heart overtiowed 5 


: with love to his crucified Redeemer. A hymn, 5 * 
which he wrote under theſe delightful impreſlicas _— 


a will beſt deſcribe the comfort chat he n N 


« | How bleſt thy creature oY 0 ce. 


Wen with. a Uncle 7 Gy 5 3 ” mae” | . 


'F 8-7 
| Me views the luſtre of thy word, 
Ihe day-ſpring from on high! 24 
; Thro' all the ſtorms that veil the skies, wh 
And frown on earthly things, 0 
The Sun of Righteouſneſs he eyes, 
With healing in his wings. 
L Struck by that light, the human hearts | 
A barren ſoil no more, 5 
| Sends the ſweet ſmell of grace abroad, 
WM here ſerpents lurk'd before. 
| The foul, a b ama province once 
5 Satan s dark domain, . 
| Feels a new empire form'd within, 
And owns a heav'nly reigg. 
2 The glorious orb, whoſe golden beams D 
I The fruitful year controul,  _ 
BY Since rſt, obedient to thy word, 
— ſtarted from the goal, „„ 
: Has cheer'd the nations with the j joys OPENS 
His orient beams impart; — . 
. | But, Jeſus ! tis thy light alone 
Can ſhine upon the heart. Wo 


The firſt tranſports of his; joy, "which mot x pre- ö 
1 1 his neceſſary ſleep, having ſubſided, ny 


Es —— by a ſweet ſerenity of ſpirit, which he was 


enabled to retain, notwithſtanding reviving ſtruggles : 
of the corruptions with which fin has univerſally = 


infected our nature. The comfort he enjoyed in 


the profitable converſation of his beloved phyſician, 


Induced him to prolong his ſtay at St. Alban's for 
tuvelvemonths after his recovery. Having determin- 


cd upon renouncing his profeſſion of the law, he = 
retired, firſt to Huntingdon, and two or three years 


= afterward to this place, in order to indulge, amidſt 2 


rural ſcenes, thoſe religious pleaſures and occupa- 
tions, which experience had taught him to value far 


8 above all that the polite, or the buſy world, could 


afford. Another of his hymns expreſſes What he 1 


lt when n on his retirement. 3 


1 


1 Far from the world, O Lord! 1 de, 
From ſtrife and tumult fr; 
1 From ſcenes where Satan wages ſti 
His moſt ſucceſsful war, 
The calm retreat, the ſilent ſhade, 
With pray'r and praiſe agree; 
; And ſeem, by thy ſweet bounty made, 
For thoſe who follow the. 
There, if thy Spirit touch the foul, 
And grace her mean abode, ” 
Oh, with what peace, and joy, and dee, 
N Ohe communes with her God! _ 
2 There, like the nightingale, the pours 7 

Her ſolitary lays; _ 

2 Nor aſks a witneſs of her ſong, 
Nor thirſts for human praiſe. 
: | Author and guardian of my life, 

Sweet ſource of light divine, 

7 And (all harmonious names in one) 
My Sav1iovs, thou art mine! 
9 8 What thanks 1 owe thee, and what love, 

A houndleſs, endleſs ſtore, | 

Shall echo thro” the realms MOVE: 

When time ſhall be no more. 


Theſe two effuſions of ſpiritual 3 and; joy, 2 
= ſeem proper to be recommended to your attention 
while deſcribing that period of his life in which 
they were written; although they are well known to 
moſt of you, being inſerted with fixty fix more, 
of Mr. Cowper's compoſition, among the hymns 

| Publiſhed by our venerable friend Mr. Newton, 
Whoſe labours in the Goſpel are, and I truſt ever 
uioill be moſt gratefully remembered by you. An: 
bbſervation in his preface to Mr. Cowper's poems, 
on the circumſtances which occaſioned the abode 

of our deceaſed friend i in this town, is too intereſting 
to you to be omitted. © By theſe ſteps,” ſays he, 

e l the good hand of God, unknown to me, was provid- h 


” s for me one of the principal . of my life; a 


end 5 
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: Fiend and a 4 in whoſe company for almoſt 
en years, though we were ſeldom ſeven ſucceſſive 
waking hours ſeparated, I always found new pleaſure. 
A ſriend, who was not only a comfort to myſelf, hut 


a blefling to the affectionate — 8 among 


whom I then lived, 


Thoſe of you who for thirty years paſt have lived 


in the fear of God, can teſtify the truth of the re- 
mark laſt quoted. Often Vie J heard defcribed the 
amiable condeſcenſion with which our deceaſed friend 
| Htened to your religious converſe, the ſympathy 
with which he ſoothed your diſtreſſes, and the wif= 
dom with which he imparted needful advice. At 
Jour ſtated meetings for prayer (would there were 
ſuch in every pariſh ! ) you have heard him with 
benefit and delight, pour forth his heart before God 
in earneſt interceſſion, with a devotion equally ſimple, 
fſublime, and ſervent, adapted to the unuſual com- 
bination of elevated genius, exquiſite ſenfibility, and 
proſound piety, that diſtinguiſhed his mind. It was, 
1 believe, only on ſuch occafions as theſe, that his 
g conſtitutional diffidence was felt by him as a burden, 
during this happy portion of his life. I have heard 
dim fay, that when he expected to take the lead in 
your united prayers, his mind was greatly agitated 2 
for ſome hours preceding. But he obſerved, that 
dis trepidation wholly ſubſided as ſoon as he began | 
do ſpeak in prayer; and that timidity, which he in- 
| variably felt at every appearance before his fellow _ 
creatures, gave place to an awful yet gelightful con- 5 5 
Ds cioulneſs of the preſence of his Saviour. 
_ His walk with God in private was onditar 3 
YT with the ſolemnity and fervour of his ſocial engage- 
e Like rae . Daniel, and the royal 


Cl Wo: oo 5 n 
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* pfalmift, he * kneeled three times a a day, and prayed, 8 
and gave thanks before his God,” in retirement, 
beſide the regular practice of domeſtic worſhip. be: 
His mind was ſtayed upon God; and for an un- 
uſual Courſe of years, it was kept in perfect peace. 
The corrupt diſpoſitions which have ſo ſtrong a 
| hold upon the human heart, appeared to be peculiarly 
ſuppreſſed in him; and when in any degree felt, 


they were lamented and reſiſted by him. His hymns, 
moſtly written during this part of his life, deſcribe = 


both "the general tenor of his thoughts and their 
occaſional wanderings, with a force of expreſſion 


dlͤictated by the livelineſs of his feelings, While his 


attainments in the love of God were thus eminent, 


you, my friends, can teſtify the exemplary love that i 
FD £ practiſed toward his neighbour. To a conduct | 


void of offence toward any individual, and marked 


with peculiar kindneſs to all who feared God, wass . 


Added a beneficence full y proportioned to his ability, = 


- and exerciſed with the en modeſly and diſcre- 
tion. 1 


The pigs” © HERON hich, hep: having 3 the | 


Wy | ſevereſt diſtreſs, he ar that time derived from a life 


ol faith in the Son of God, who loved him and | 
gave himſelf for him, he thus ns in an * — 
3 aecing allegory. | 


„ was 3 . . that left the — 8 
Long ſince; with many an arrow deep 1 
Mx panting fide was charg' d, when 1 wirhdrew 
I 0“ ſeek a tranquil death in diſtant M_TPTHE-- 
There was 1 found by one who had ime: ont. 
Been hurt by th' archers. In his fide he bore, 8 
And in his hands and feet, the cruel cars. 
With gentle force ſoliciting the darts 


© drew them forth, and hea i'd and bade me He: ” 5 £ 
Fo The Taix.! 35. 5 


E 


This teſtimony to the truth and ſolidity of that 
peace with God through our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, 

u hich is the privilege of them who are juſtified by 
faith, he publiſhed long after he had loſt all enjoy- 


5 ment of the bleſſing. But who would not have 


| hoped to fee his path, like that of the ſun,“ ſhine 
more and more unto the perfect day” ? --- The 


deegree and the duration of his ſpiritual combbirs | 


1 perhaps exceeded the uſual experience of pious 


people, and ſome ſuſpenſion of them would not have 
ſeemed ſurpriſing; but who could have expected 


| their total and final extinction ?--- Without ſome _ 


| groſs provocation of the Holy Spirit, ſo dreadful 

' a privation of peace and hope could hardly have | 

been imagined ; yet they who had the beft capacity 
and advantages for judging in this caſe, remain the _ 

moſt ſtrenuous defenders, and warmeſt admirers =: 
his univerfal. deportment. Firmly as we are 1 


ſuaded, that mental happineſs, which far exceeds in 
value every outward comfort, deſcends from the 
Father of our ſpirits, we cannot obſerve this ineſtima- 
ble blefling utterly withdrawn from ſuch a charac- 


ter as that juſt deſcribed, without calling to mind 


©... he: language of the text; © my thoughts are not _ 


Four onde, neither are your ways my ways, faith 


the Lord.” : 
Our. departed friend conceived. ſome e 7 
of this ſad reverſe as it drew near; and during a 


9 ſolitary walk in the fields, he compoſed a hymn, 0 


uhich is ſo appropriate to our ſubject, and ſo expreſ- 5 


ſtve of that faith and hope which he retained as 


15 long as he poſſeſſed himſelt, that although it is very 


= familiarly known to you, 1 cannot - forbcar to DD. ” 


: Fuſs it in n this Place. 5 
: 1 « God 


1 5 
« c moves in a myſterious way. 
His wonders to perform; _ 
He plants his footſteps in the ſea, 
And rides upon the ſtorm. 
| Deep in unfathomable mines. 
BE © never-failing {kill, : 
He treaſures up his bright deſigns, OY 
And works his ſov'reign will. 
5 ve fearful ſaints, freſh courage take, 
I ̃be clouds ye fo much dread _ 
Are big with mercy, and ſhall break | 
2 mn bleſsings on your head. | 
Judge not the Lord by feeble ſenſe, L 
gut truſt him for his grace; 
Haehind a frowning 8 | 
He hides a [miling bcc... 
His purpoles will ripen faſt, 
Unfolding ev'ry 8 
1 The bud may have a hitter taſte, 
Hut ſweet will be the flow'r. 
= Blind unbelief is ſure to err, 
And ſcan his work in vain; _ 
col 18 his Gen interpreter, NEL OT Ts | 


And he will make it plain.“ | 


"Aniied with like faith, let us <onteniplate the 
Arx path that our eee neighbour trod ſo 
long a time. Many have viſited it's gloomy entrance, 
and ſome have been a tedious while bew ildered in it, 
but none within my knowledge, has traced, as be 5 

did, it's whole extent. The ſteps, by which bw 

Fond deſcended. to 1t, were ſudden, and awfully precipi= 

tous. The bright, yet ſerene luſtre, which had uſu- 

ally“ marked the road that led him to the Lamb,” _ 

Was ſucceeded by impenetrable darkneſs. After the _ 
_ cleareſt views of the love of God, and the ex pan. 


ſion of heart which he had enjoyed in His ways, 


his mind became obſcured, conſuſed, and diſmay- 
- ed. He concluded, as too many others have done 
% WS. 
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under tf ſenſible 2 change, and as the pſalmiſt in 
his infirmity was tempted to do, that“ the Lord 
bad caſt him off; that he would be favourable no 
more: that his mercy was clean gone forever! ”” That - 
vivid imagination, which often attained the utmoſt 

limits of the ſphere of reaſon, did but too caſily 

_ tranſpreſs them ; and his ſpirits, no longer ſuſtained 
upon the wings of faith and hope, ſunk with their 
weight of natural depreſſion, into the horrible abyſs 


of abſolute deſpair. In this ſtate, his mind became 
immovably fixed He cheriſhed an unalterable per 
ſuaſion that the Lord, after having renewed him in 
| holineſs, had doomed him to everlaſting perdition. 


The doctrines in which he had been eſtabliſhed, _ 


directly oppoſed ſuch aconcluſion; and he remained 


ſtill equally convinced of their general truth: but 
he ſu ppoſed himſelf to be the only perſon, that ever 


believed with the heart unto righteouſneſs, and was 1 8 
notuithſtanding excluded from ſalvation. In this 
ſtate of mind, with a deplorable conſiſtency, ; or. 


_ ceaſed not only from attendance upon public and 


domeſtic worſhip, but likewiſe from every attempft 
at private prayer; apprehending, that for him to 


iümplore mercy, would be oppoling the determinate ; 


_ counſel of God. Amidit theſe dreadful temptations, On 


ſuch was his unſhaken ſubmiſſion to what he ima- 


gined to be the divine pleaſure, that he was ac- 
cuſtomed to fav. <f holding up my finger would . 
| fave me from endleſs torments, I would not do it 


— vpainſt the will of God.“ It was only at feaſons, 


when, racked by the immediate expectation of being I 


plunged into everlaſting miſery, his mind became 


Wholly diſt racted, that de ever uttered a rebellious | 


deluſion 


en againſt that 0 of love, whom his lamentable ; 


= 21 9 


delufion transformed into an implacable oppreſſor. ; 
His efforts at ſelf. deſtruction were repeatedly renew= _ 
ed; but they were ſtimulated by a ſtrong impreſſion 


that God had commanded him to perpetrate this 
act; and he even ſuppoſed that his involuntary fail- 


ure in the performance had incurred the irrevocable 
voengeance of the Almighty! To this, and never to 
any other deficiency of obedience, have I heard him . 


_ aferibe his imaginary excluſion from mercy. 
Habituated to the fearful expectation of z 


ment, it became, as at the period formerly deſcribed, 


by degrees leſs inſupportable. He became acceſſ. 


ible to a few intimate friends in ſucceſſion, who 
laboured to divert his thoughts from the dreadful 
bobject that engroſſed them, ard to excite them to 
WO activity on difterent ſubjects. Thus originated moſt 
of thoſe poems, which, when publiſhed, charmed 
and ſurpriſed both the literary and the religious 1 
. world. The attempt was ſucceſsful in that which 
1 intereſted him much more than poctical fame, his 
partial relief from ſelf-rorment. Sometimes his 
mind was led ſo far from the vortex of diſtreſs, 9 
1 0 indulge i in playful eſſays; but theſe intervals 5 
were extremely tranſient, In general, his poems 
are the evident dictates of that reverence for God, 
| - That eſteem for the Goſpel, and that benevolence to-ꝛ· 
wand fellow creatures, which characteriſed his fami- , 
| liar converſation. Sometimes his thoughts in com- 
1 poſition glanced upon the ſubject he deſigned to 
avoid; and nothing can afford a more ſtriking pic= 
ture of himſelf, than the following lines 1 in his e ä 


1 on retirement. : 


5 44 Tock oe 1 comes in this 1 a) cove. 
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Lips buſy, and eyes fix'd, foot falling flow, 
Arms hanging idly down, hands claſp'd below, 
Interpret to the marking eye diſtrels, 
Such as its Hmptoms can alone expreſs. | . 
That tongue is ſilent now ; that ſilent tongue 
Could argue once, could jeſt or join the ſong, 
Could give advice, could cenſure or commend, 
Or charm the ſorrows of a drooping friend,” | 
ERenounc'd alike its office and its ſport,” oy 
Its briſker and its graver ſtrains fall thort ; _ 
Both fail beneath a fever's ſecret ſway, 
And, like a ſummer brook, are paſt away. 
This is a ſight for pity to perule, 
Till the reſemble faintly what ſhe views, . 
Till ſympathy contract a kindred pain, 
; Pierc'd with the woes that ſhe laments 1 in vain,” ; 


The connexion of this paſſage i is highly beautiful, 


Tos it is too large for quotation. It cloſes with 
advice to the pitiable ſufferer (which, alas! our 
Es deceaſed friend could not himſelf exemplify) to ſeek y” 
the favour of God, as the only balm for a wounded _ 
pitit. At times indeed, after more than twelve 
Fears of uninterrupted deſpair, ſome tranſient changes 
olf his mental ſenſations admitted a gleam of hope, 
of which he immediately availed himſelf for a renewal 
of intercourſe with God. He prayed i in private as 
8 before his affliction, and even his ſlumbers were thus 
delightfully occupied. He has ſpoken of ſuch nights 
compared with thoſe he uſually endured, as paſſed 
on a bed of roſe- leaves inſtead of fiery tortures, and 
5 tranſition from hell to heaven. Theſe lucid 5 
intervals were unhappily ſo ſhort, that he never 
reſumed his attendance on public worſhip. The 
mamoſt tolerable days that he ſpent in the cuſtomary 
ſitſtate of his mind, he has deſcribed to me, as begun 
1 ... = traces * horror ef Dy: the moſt A Gightful dreams. 


The 


i 


3 T he forenoon being employed in compoſition, became : 


gradually leſs un Before dinner, he uſually 
walked two hours th 


to his habitual burden. The evening was commonly 


employed in reading aloud to ſome friend who reſided 
with him; for ſuch was the care of God over 
„ amiable ſufferer, that he never was leſt without 
| ſome companion, w hoſe heart the Lord diſpoſed to 
ſacrifice every comfort for his preſervation and relief, 
But as night approached, his gloom of mind regular- 
ly increaſed ; and when he went to his bed, it was 
not to reſt, but to be again harraſſed in lumber 
with the terrifying images of a bewildered fancy, _ 
neither reſtrained. by the controul of reaſon, nor RE. 
E diverted by external objects. . 
Of the general condition of his mind during the laſt 5 
. ſeven years of his abode in this vicinity, which cer- 
tainly were the moſt tranquil that he paſſed in the 
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e air, the rural orofoety 5 
and muſcular exerciſe, contributed: to his further 
relief. If at dinner, and during the afternoon, ne 

had the company of an intimate friend or mm 

which was frequently the caſe during the Iaſt ten 

years that he lived in this neighbourhood, der 
converſation ſeemed to afford the principal alleviation 
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latter part of his life, the beſt Judgement. may be i 


formed from his own expreſſions, in a poem written 
toward the cloſe of that interval. It was occaſioned 
buy the unexpected acquiſition of a ſmall portrait of 
is mother, whom he had loſt more than half a cen- 
= before, but had never ceaſed to remember with _ 
3 warmeſt gratitude and the fondeſt affection. 
N Having deſcribed hers and his father's paſſage 
through this life to a heavenly world, under the f. 
3 Baues of a rege ſ . and proſperouf y tering, : 


To 


be naturally reyerts in the ſame metaphorical 
language, to the diſtreſſing contraſt WIE his own 


17 5 fituation and proſpects preſented. 


But me, ſcarce hoping to attain that reſt, 15 
Always from port withheld, always diſtreſs'd— ; 
Me howling winds drive devious: tempeſt-tols'd, _ 

--, "Bans riph Dams op'ning wide, and compals loſt; 
And day by day, ſome current's thwarting force 5 
Sets me more diſtant from a proſp'rous courſe. 

But oh the thought, that thou art ſafe, and be! ! 

That thought 15 joy, arrive what may to me. 


The principal pleaſure that our excellent er 


appeared to be capable of receiving, was indeed that : 


Which he derived from the happineſs of others. In- 
ſtead of being provoked to diſcontent and envy by 
_ contraſting their comforts with his own afflictions, 
there evidently was not a benefit that he knew to be 


5 enjoyed by others, which did not afford him ſenſible 


=o ſatisſaction, not a ſuffering they endured, that did 
3k not add to his pain. To the happineſs of them 


who were privileged with opportunities of ſhewing 
their eſteem for him, he was moſt tenderly alive. : 
I be advancement of the knowledge of Chriſt in the 


3 world at large was always near his heart, and | 
* whatever concerned the general welfare of mankind 5 


Was intereſting to him, ſecluded as he was from the 
public, and in common from religious ſociety. In 


füike manner from his diſtant retreat, he viewed with 


painful ſenſations the progreſs of infidelity, and of 
fin in every ſhape. His love to God, though un- 

afliſted by a hope of divine favour, was invariably 1 
manifeſted, by an abhorrence of every thing that he 
thought diſhonourable to the Moſt- high, and 1 


os le in all that tended to His glory. 


His Hmpathiting and 3 friends ie 2 
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bs fondly cherithing: a hope, that the ahnten of is | 
{7 HY which was apparent for ſeveral ſucceſſive | 
years, would at length reſult in his reſtoration to 
ſpiritual peace and joy. Although advanced in 
years, his health, by means of regular exerciſe and 
additional ſociety, was not only preſerved, but even 
feemed to improve, notwithſtanding the root of his 
\ bitterneſs evidently ſtill remained. Amidſt flatter- 
ing expectations, the Lord permitted ſome affecting 
Es events to revive his diſtreſs in all its force, and to 
palwunge him again into diſtraction and deſperation. 8 
Ile declined all mental or bodily exertion, and 
rejected all attempts at friendly conſolation; nay he 
conceived his tendereſt friends to be transformed . 
by the powers of darkneſs into conſpirators againſt 
bis welfare. Expecting every hour to be his laſt | 
out of endleſs torments, nothing ſhort of this horri= :. 
1 proſpect could attract his notice ſor an inſtant. 
Hle refuſed, day after day, his neceſſary food ; and 
imminent danger appeared of his ſpeedy departure. 
out of life, in ſo dreadful a ſtate of mind. But the 
Dod, who had daſhed the riſing hopes of his friends, 
now mercifully diſappointed their fears. His ; 
- period of mortality was extended; and means were 
unexpectedly afforded for his removal from this 
neighbourhood to a diſtant ſituation, where he could 
remain under the continual care of an amiable _ 
| young kinſman, who, with a tenderneſs beyond the 
common limits of filial affection, watched over the 
precious remnant of his life, Much of it elapſed 
Vithout a probability of his reſtoration to the ſtate 
from which he had 14% fallen. His intellectual 
powers were ſo much affected by this relapſe, that 
= be. was is only capable of attending to > Ui moſt trivial 
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| fates, even wie v illing to have his thoughts 


diverted from deſpair. Local advantages, the ſoli- 
citous attention of affectionate friends, and the in- 


_ defatigable aſſiduity of his only remaining compani- 
on, were at length rendered ſo far uſeful, that he 


was enabled to reſume his literary occupations, | 


which were always, when purſued, a conſiderable, | - 
though partial alleviation of his diftreſs, _ i 


Here let us pauſe, and look back upon the long. | 


long period, during which he may be ſaid to have 
A walked in darkneſs, and to have ſeen no TR. 
1s it more aſtoniſhing, that the Lord, whom he had 
ſo eminently known and loved and ſerved, and 


whoſe honour he was ſo acmirably qualified to 
promote, ſhould leave him to ſufferings fo peculiarly . 


ſevere; or that, through ſuch an extent of time, 
He ſhould continually preſerve him, though de- 
ſtitute of hope and of peace, from natural or ole 25 
_ diffolution ? To me, the moſt ſurpriſing. circum- 
ſtance is, that without. enccuragement to ſeek for _ 
divine protection and help, he ſhould ſtill have been 
1 85 kept from in; and that, although he viewed the 
Lord, in relation to himſelf, only as an implacable _ 
| judge, he yet retained a holy reverence for his name, 
a a jealous regard for his glory, and an unlimited 5 
ſubmiſſion to his will. In every view, while ve 
contemplate this © buſh that burned with fire, and 
that was not conſumed,” we cannot but acknow- 5 
ledge, that *the judgements of God are unſearchable, 
and his ways paſt finding out.” 


The ſingularity of the Lord's Freon iin our 


|; "dba neighbour, excited in the minds of all who 
new his ſituation, an anxious enquiry, « what will. 
the end ot Thele things be D* lt was univerſally 
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concluded, that ſome important object would be 


accompliſhed by ſo unuſual a train of 1 


Some of his intimate connexions were perſuaded, 
that he would be fully reſtored to health and comfort 


of mind, and would become inſtrumental in the 


Lord's hand, to © bind up the broken hearted,” by 


publicly declaring to others what God had done for 
bis Soul. There were few who did not confidently 
expect, perhaps none who did not earneſtly hope, 
that the tedious night of ſorrow would terminate 
previous to his departure from this life, and that his 
latter end would be peace and joy. All indeed, 1 
believe without exception, who well knew this Ts 
excellent man, were ſo fully convinced of his up- 
' rightneſs of heart before God, that in whatever ſtate _ 
of mind he might cloſe his ey es on earthly ſcenes, _ 
they could not doubt of his entrance into glory, e 
through the n of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
which had been the only ground of his hope, and 5 
was till all his r Vet they could not, with. 
out ſome degree of anxicty, look forward to the laſt 
ſcene of life, which his advancing age evinced to be 
at hand. This iſſue of his whole 1 warfare has but 
recently been decided; and the manner of it has not 
as yet publicly tra. aſpired. Comparing the end _ 
with the various hopes or fears that were entert tained | 
concerning it, we ſhall have additional occaſion to 
ec, chat « the Lord's ways are not our "Wh: — 


| neither are our thoughts his thoughts.” 


During the laſt year, or two, of Mr. Seb 
life, his health, and his ſtate of mind, appeared to 
be as much reſtored, as for an equal time at auß 
period during his long afflictions. Toward the 
: Cloſe of the paſt winter, he was however attacked 
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b by a bodily diſorder, which brought on a rapid 
decay, His young friend and relative, convinced 
that he would ſhortly exchange a world of infirmity 


and ſorrow for a far more exceeding and eternal 


' weight of glory, repeatedly endeavoured to cheer 
him with the proſpect, and to aſſure him of the 
Hhappineſs that awaited him. Still he refuted to be 
comforted. Oh ſpare me! ſpare me] You know, 
you hnew it to be falſe *'---was his only reply; with 

the ſame invineible deſpair, to which he had ſo long 
been a prey. Early on the twenty-fifth of April, 
he ſunk into a ſtate of apparent inſenfibility, which 
might have been miſtaken for a tranquil ſlumber, 
but that his eyes remained half open. His breath 
was regular, though feeble; and his countenance, 
and animal frame were perfectly ſerene. In this 
ſtate he continued for twelve hours; and then ex- 
HPired, without heaving his breath. m. 


In reviewing ſuch a diſplay of human affliction 
as the life of our admired friend preſents to us, let 
us not cheriſh that ſtupid inſenſibility which mo- _ 

dern ſcepticiſm has but too ſucceſsfully inculcated. 

Remember them who have ſuffered adverſity, as 

bdeing yourſelves alſo in the body.” To them who _ 
believe that God was manifeſt in the fleſh, by 
the Word, who was God, being made fleſh, the 
condition of Humanity appears highly important, 
and becomes pecutiarly intereſting. The Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, our glorious Highprieſt, is © touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities. He was in all 
Points tempted as we are, and afflicted in all our 
aàtflictions. The God and Father of our Lord 

Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of mercies and God of all 
cConſolation, doth not willingly afflict, nor grieve the _ 


____ children 
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children of wen. As a father piticth his enden 


the Lord piticth allwho fear him.” Even a mother's 
compaſſionate remembrance of the infant at her 
| breaſt, is repreſented in the holy ſcriptures, as leſs | 
- Certal!: than the Lord's remembrance of his people. 
licence ve may reafonably infer, that the grievous 
and weariſome affliftions endured by our deceaſed. 
| «friend, would not have been permitted, but for ſome. 
important, neceſſary and gracious purpoſe of God. 
The Lord's ways and thoughts are ſupcrior to thoſe 
of man, as they are directed to the general good, | 


while ours are biaſſed by ſelfiſh and partial views 


baut it is equally certain, that the Judge of the wholo 
ceeartn will act juſtly toward every individual, and 
_ will not in any inſtance, like mankind, do evil tat 
good may come. The Lord 8 conduct was doubt- 
leſs juſt, and ultimately gracious, | toward our 
afflicted neighbour; but when we confider it's 
ſingularity, and the excellence and celebrity of the E 
perſon thus dealt with, we may alſo properly 
cConclude, that by this diſplay of his ſovereignty, ' 
the Lord deſigned to impart to us ſome necdful E 
inſtruction, or to impreſs more powerfully upon 
our minds ſome i important truths, of which although _ 
not ignorant, we have been too ſorgetful. Let Us: 
therefore, ſecking for wiſdom from above, proceed 
os ' Thirdly, To contemplate the very remark able - --- 
OL dealings of God with our departed friend, as a 
ſeource of profitable inſtruction to ourſelves. With- _ 
out pretending to fathom the depth of the riches * 
the wiſdom of God in this uncommon diſpenſation, RO 
or to exhauſt a ſubje& of which we ſhall probably _ 
„ know more e hereafter, we may ehen derive ſeveral . 85 


(3) 


very uſeful leſſons, both to correct e our ir judgement, 3 
yy and to improve our conduct, from the ſolemn 


to ic which has been diſcuſſed. That the Lord 
75 did not raiſe up Mr. Cowper from a ſtate of in- 

firmity and affliction, to declare, by his lips or by 
bis rea, the dealings of God with his Soul, may 


pe:haps be accounted for, if we reflect, that being in 


dead he ſpeaks more than he could have done while 


living. I Fhe iſſue, which would then have remained 


_ uncertain, is now decided ; and we may ſpeak more 
_ confidently than he could himſelf have done. 
_ Having learned, from what is already ſtated, to 


= : _ our-ways and thoughts to thoſe of God, ler 


us now, under his bleſſing, endeavour to bring our 


own judgement and conduct to a better reſemblance 
15 of them. 


I. We may I in various e to 1 ; 
1 cur judgements more ſuitably to the thoughts of CO. 
| There is perhaps nothing in w hich the judgement _ 


of God and that of man appear to be more oppoſite, 
than in what regards the demerit and dreadful con- 


{ſequences of siv. The mind of man revolts againſt 
the calamities which exiſt in the world as conſe- 


quences of original tranſgreſſion, againſt the doom 
of everlaſting miſery pronounced upon every impeni- 
tent offender, and againſt the neceſſity of ſuch a 


ſacrifice as that of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, the L 


5 Lord of Glory, in order to the juſtification of =. - 
ners believing in him. Mankind, forgetful of the _ 


= indiſputable authority, the unerring wiſdom and 


unſpeakable goodneſs of God, will not admit the 
_ evil of tranſgreſſing his commands to be ſo great, as 
jiuſtly to incur ſuch puniſhments, or indiſpenſably 
to Fequire- ſuch. a e. — 7 regard as 
e een 
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| defirable, whatever may gratify their natural ineli- 
nations, promote their preſent eaſe, or advance their 
Vorldly intereſts, whether it be allowed or prohibited 
by the law of God. But the Almighty has added 
to his commands reſpecting our outward conduct, 
that ſearching precept, Thou ſhall not covet ! And - 
he has revealed his wrath againſt all kinds and 
” degrees of 1 impiety and injuſtice among men; requir- 
ing on pain of everlaſting perdition, that we ſhould 
love the Lord our God with all our heart, and our 
neighbours as ourſelves. Hence the Scripture 55 
__ concludes all mankind. under Sin, and therefore 
abſolutely in need of Salvation. It has always 
been a common prejudice among men, to ſuppoſe 
that individuals upon whom ſignal calamities have 
been inflicted, muſt of courſe have been ſignal 
tranſgreſſors; as if thoſe offences againſt God's law 
__ which are either leſs aggravated, or more. cuſtomary, Ss 
were too trivial to Juſtify : any conſiderable degree " 
puniſhment even in this world. Thus Job? com 
Panions regarded his peculiar ſuſferings as a proof, 
that, however fair and eminent his outward character _ 
had been, he muſt in ſecret have been a grievous 
\ offender againſt God. But the Lord ſeverely re= 
proved them, and juſtified his ſervant Job 8 
--- Heir uncharitable cenſures. Our Lord Jeſus fully 
determines this point, on occafion of the remarkable 
_ calamities in which ſome inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 
and ſome Galileans who came thither to offer 
 facrifices, were involved, at the time of his miniſtry. 1 8 
= 0 Suppoſe ye,” ſaid he to his diſciples, © that theſe. 
 Gallleans were ſinners above all the Galtleans, becauſe 
they ſuffered ſuch things? I tell you, nay; bur 
+ —_— Je repeat, ye Thall all likew lle POM. Or 
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bo thoſe eighteen upon whom the tower of Siloam fell, 
and flew them, think ye that they were ſinners | 
above all men that dw | at Fer ? I tell you, 

| _ nay; but, except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe 
| Pond So if any of you think, that becauſe Mr. 


owper was ſo eminent a ſu fferer, he muſt have been 


a finner above others; I tell you, no; but except 
Jou repent, you will all periſh. I have good ground 
to believe, that before our deceaſed friend was 
| brought to a knowledge of the Goſpel, his conduct, 
inſtead of being notoriouſly wicked, was generally 8 
ino ffenſive and amiable. I have ſtill more reaſon 
to be convinced, that /nce he profeſſed the know- 
ledge and love of Chr:ſt, he never allowed himſelf 
in the practice of any thing that he apprehended to 
. contrary to the will of God. But he was, as 
-.-- 0 ae. guilty before God. He felt, and confeſſed 1 
5 himſelf to be a ſinner. He humbled himſelf as Tuch--- 
under the hand of God, and amidſt his ſevere 
afflictions could fay, © I was dumb, I opened not 
my mouth; becauſe thou didſt it.” Never perhaps 
Vas there in any known inſtance, except that of our 
Lord Jeſus himſelf, a more ftriking example of | 
ſubmiſſion than be afforded. But if ſin, where it 
had evidently ſo ſmall a comparative influence, was 
juſtly attended with ſuch a weight of woe, how 
1 muſt it be univerſally i in the ſight of > Bo 
bow malignant in its general conſequences !_ WF -: 
jucdgement thus began with him, © what ſhall the 
end be of them that obey not the goſpel of God ? 
And if the righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, where thall 
the ſinner and the ungodly appear ? ” = 
A A ſuitable improvement of this ſubject may lead 5 
3 us to a better f with the 9 of God. Ry 


Qu) 


in forming 2 comparative hin * TIME and 
T TERNT rv, of the preſent life and of that which is to 
come. If in this life only,“ ſaid the apoſtle Paul, 
Vith a view to the diſtreſſes which he and other 
diſeiples of Jeſus endured, “ if in this life only we 
had hope, we ſhould be of all men the moſt miſera- 


ble.“ With what anguiſh of heart did our deceaſed 


friend write on his window mutter, the cy when 
he quitted this neighbourhood, W 


% Me miſerable ! How could 1 eſcape 
Infinite wrath, and infinite del: „,, 8 
When death, earth, heaven, and all, conſign'd to ruin, 
Whoſe friend Was God, but God ore not to aid me! * 


The nature, the extremity, the duration of his - 


. ſufferings, cannot be ſeriouſly. revolved, without awe 


and terror. The only effectual con! lation to us, 


is that, whic h in his experience, I doubt not, has al- 
ready far exceeded the length and breadth, the height X 
and depth of his ſorrows --- his entrance into the 


Joy of our Lord. What is all that he endured for 
almoſt thirty years, what is all that can be endured 


throughout the utmoſt extent of mortality, compar- 


5 ed with chat «© Reſt which remaineth for the people | e | 


of God” ? No aflliction for the preſent i 18 joyous; = 
our natures even innocentliy recoil from ſuffering, as 


5 the humanity of Jeſus did. This life, in itſelf, is of 


no ſmall importance to ſuch bel ings as we are; and 


N vhen lingered out in pain and diſtreſs, it is a ſevere 


trial to our faith. But we ſee by the common 1 
atfflictions of hls and ſtill more by ſuch an ex- 


ample as this before us, how ſin all an account the 5 
1 Eternal makes of temporal ſ ufferings, compared with 


everlaſting ble edneſs and glory. Let his thoughts 
become o our thoughts, - The age of Mechuſeinh, ; 
1 „ oe ſpent 


oY 


fpent in unintermitted miſery on earth, would be £3 
compenſated a thouſand, and ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand, in heaven; yet without the ſmalleſt ap- 
proach to a termination of its enjoyments. On the 
other hand, my friends, conſider what is the utmoſt 
extent of worldly pleaſures, riches or grandeur, that 
can be poſſeſſed for this ſhort liſe, compared with the | 
worm that never dieth, the fire that is never quench- 
ed, the ſmoke of whoſe torment aſcendeth for ever? 
2 Oh, fice from the wrath to come, and lay hold for 
5 hope on the refuge ſet beſore you in the Goſpel! 

It brings liſe and immortality to light, by the 
revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, as the author of eternal 
ſul vation to all who put their truſt in him. Chuſe 
as Moſes did, © rather to ſuffer affliction with the 

People of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin 
for a ſeaſon; eſtceming the reproach of Chriſt” 
above the greateſt carthly riches, and having a juſt 1 
A xeſpect to the recompenſe of the reward.“ . 

_ That our Condubt alſo, may be better conforn: ed ; 

wo to the ways of God, let us derive ſome important 


Practical leſſons from the e ſujet wh: ch has engages - 


Fi our attention. 

i 5 Huuflrry, CONTENTMINT, and THAN? roll NB rss, „ 
1 which though diſtinct ſcem to be inſcpara! le, e 
UN — diſpoſitions forcibly inculcated by the conſideration. 

Wi! olf our departed friend's experience. How few among 
miamanzkind have ever attained to the ſame eminence 
1 5 ane excellence as he did; yet with all his natural, 


his acquired, his moral and ſpiritual endowments, _ 

bo. hopeleſs, how comfortleſs was his condition! 

Ford! what is man? At his beſt eſtate altoge ther 

=: Ny... Chriſtians !_ have you ſpiritual comfort, _ 

ae you diſtinguiſhed talents, have you an un-. 
5 bleed | 


TY) 


blemifhed and Pond character ? | Remember 
Cowper, and « put your hands upon your mouths, 


4 _ and vour mouths in the duſt before God.“ ** Let 


no fleſh glory in His preſence ; but, as it is written, 


7 be that glorieth, let him Ty in tbe Lord. _— 


Paſt or - preſent attainments or of Cheri 1 fark 


"Me pride on the account. In an inſtant, the Lord 


can turn your boaſting into ſhame; and he will do 
ſo, rather than ſuffer His glory, or your ſalvation, to 
de impeded. It is © He that worketh in you to wilt 
and to perform, therefore w ork out your own ſalva- 
tion with fear and trembling. Never forget that 


your acceptance depends only uv pon the lacrifice and 
interceſſion of Chriſt, and your ſpiritu al preſervation . 


and growth in grace, upon the conſtant operation 
of the Holy Spirit. So far as theſe grounds ol. 
dependance are rejected or ſſighted, your ways 


become oppoſcd to thoſe of God: and theretores 
cannot proſper. With hum! liation before God, 
Contentment under his di ſpenſations is cloſely con- DEL, 


nected. You forget the evil of fin, or you have 
never been convinced of A you are mu: muringg 
againſt God, Whatever ſituation you are in. * 
tempted to repine at poverty, bad health, ATE Whos 


- = or injuries from others, and the !owneſs or inſtability 8 
of your ſpiritual comfort; recollect the ſtate of our 


deceaſed neighbour, and compare your conduct and 


your trials with his. Would any of you exchange 
your afflictions for w bat be ſuſkered? Reluctant ap 


every one is to bear his own peculiar croſs, and. 
prone to wiſh ſor that of another in it's ſtead, * 
4 Pandi ly. think that any of you, after the detail that 1 
has been given of Mr. Cow Per's mileries, will pre- 
e F 2 a ſume 


5 


: fi we to ſay that your trials are to be compared . 
lt they vere, you would not have been 
Me 1 tient on this occaſion. He never dared to enter 
a place of v orſhip. When invited to do fo, he has 
1 4, © Had 1 the univerfe, I would give it, to go 
Vith you; but I dare not do it againſt the will of 
Col.” This was evidently deluſion and derange- 
ment. 1 he ſcriptures exhort us, on no account to 
forſake the aſſembling of ourſcl\es together, Bleſs 
Oo, that you have the capacity of obeying this 
IT: exhortation.— On every ground, the conſideration 
of his ſtate calls you to hantfulneſs; but above all, 
that you have any hope, however low and weak, of op 
final deliverance, reſting upon that foundation which 5 
God has laid in the Goſpel. This alone renders the 


comforts of life truly ſweet, and makes even it's trials 


acceptable. Ir is that bleſſing which may be retain- 
ee, and will be found ſufficient, when all others takes 
their flight: but, like every mercy we enjoy, its full _ 
KLualue is probably never felt till it is taken from us. 
Our late friend in his poem on Hope, thus addrefſes 
bimſelf to that unſpeakable giſt and work of God, . 


600 « Hope! ! let the wretch once conſcious of the joy, - 
WW hom now deſpairing agonies deſtroy, 
Speak, — for he can, and none ſo well as he, 

What treaſures centre, what delights in thee! 15 
Hlad he the gems, the ſpices, and the land 

That boaſts the treaſure, all at his command; 

Ihe fragrant grove, th' ineſtimable mine, 
Were light —when weigh'd againſt one {mile of thine.” 


- Haw you this hope i in lively exerciſe | ? Then yoo. i 
cannot but be thankful and Joyful. | Are you 
mourning its feebleneſs? Bleſs the God of al - 
1 kroce, for what vou have; 3 and claſp it to your 


heart 


TY 


heart, determined in the ſtrength which Chriſt 
imparts, never to reſign it to the world or Satan. 


The way to preſerve w chat you have, is to be than- 


ful. Ev ery day, every hour of reaſon and of peace, 
every glimmering ray of hope and comſort, is 


enhanced in its value, by a ſcrious reflection upon 


the diſtreſſes which. our dear friend ſo long endured. 


1 5 Can you find relief from the ſorrows of the day in 
"Ha Guil repoſe ? Be increafingly thankful from the 


| recollection of what weariſome nights were appoint= | 


ed to him. Innumerable times was he conſtrained 


to cry out, © Would God it were morning!“ 


Never ſurely i in the lips of a fellow creature, could 
that exclamation be more appropriate, “ Behold, ” 


- and ſee, if there be ſu ſorrow like unto my 
forrow ER 5 8 


But amidſt ſo numerous a congregation as that 


aſſembled on the preſent occaſion, I fear I am ad- 
dreſſing ſome whole caſe is preciſely the reverſe of 


Mr. Cowper's. He had reaſon to rejoice in hope, 


though he was deaf to the voice of conſolation. 


Are there none of you who have cauſe to tremble, 
as Felix did, at the proſpect of eternal Judgement, 
w ho yet "TOY hitherto been deaf to alarm and 
* admonition ? You can tranſact your buſineſs, enjoy 


your comforts and amuſements, nay indulge in | 
-. ainful practices and purſuits ; as if there was neither ; 
heaven nor hell, as if the word of God had not 


declared, that except you repent and be converted 


you muſt periſh for ever. Far better was it for our 


deccaſed neighbour, through ſo great tribulation to 
enter into Glory, than for you, with ſtupidity and 


hardneſs of heart, to haſten every moment toward 


_Pecdaſting pendition, 858 mould you be n_ 
Ec 


forſa 


E 38 ) 


+ eaſe than he was; or why ſo nach as 5 Ik, hs 
mere thaueht of damnation, was ſuch a terror to 
bis mind, what ſhould the actual approach of it be 
to „ours? As yet, the long ſuffering of God has 
been wond 'erfully extended to you. May you im- 
prove it to your Salvation; leſt there be indecd 
nothing left for you, but a fearful looking for of 
Judgement, and fiery indignation, which ſhall _ 
__ devorr the adverſaries of God ! Your privileges in 
this town are great. To whatever place of worſhip _ 
| you go, the law of God is preached to you 1n It's 
| fpirituality, the Gofpel of Chriſt in it's freedom 
and fulneſs of Gre.” Your future miſery will 
be dreadfully aggravated by theſe mercies, if you 
hearken not to the gracious exhortation with which 
7 prophet introduces the words of our Text; 
„ eee Lord while he may. be found; call 
: 4a aj him while he is near, Let the wicked 
e e his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, ang 
he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, : 
8 for he will abundantly pardon.” Rs 8 


While every individual, in every Hite. is 


Sw loudly called to gratitude and praiſe by the ſubject 15 
before us, it no leſs clearly points out the neceſſity 
of uxckAs NE PRAYER. The duty of thus acknow- _ 
ledging the Lord in all our vays, is eaſy to be de- 

monſtrated. The privilege. of caſting all aur care 
oon Him who careth for us, is ineſtimable. The 
methods in which our Lord and his diſciples 

' Inforce the univerſal and continual practice of _ 

prayer, are various, numerous and ſtriking. In 
tracing back the Lord” conduct toward us during _ 
our RY lives, we may derive from every part of ic 


Pow erful 


(on) 


powerful motives to © pray 0 ceaſing.” » Nut 
nothing may tend more forcibly to impreſs the mind 
with the importance of perſeverance in prayer, than 


a a ſerious obſervation of our late friend's experience. 


Thoſe of vou who know what it is to pray with the 
ſpirit and with the underſtanding, need not to be 

0 "formed of the difficulties that occur in fulfilling. Z 
our Lord's injunction, © to pray always, and never 5 


do faint.” The delay of anſwers to your requeſts, 


the occaſional depreſſion of your minds, che violence 


0 „ eee the prevalence of * ynbelicf, the burden 
1 perplexity of your guty ard or inward diſtreſſes, 


your inſenſibility toward inviſicle though eternal 5 


objects, and your conv iction of the paſt abuſe of 
mercy, concur to induce you at times to reſtrain 


5 prayer before God. When diſtreſſes have forced . 


you to the throne of Grace, you have indecd found 


lat acceſs to it which our atoning high prieſt has 


opened with his own blood, an unſpeakable and 
5 invaluable relief: and when your e have 
been ſtrongly impreſſed with ſpiritual and divine . 


Objects, prayer has been not only eaſy but delightful, ; 


Frequently however, perhaps commonly, it has been 3 


the reverſe; and ſhame or deſpondency has led you 


at times to conclude, that 1t would be better for 


you, or at leaſt it could not be worſe, if you ceaſed 


do call upon God. How fatal to many, how per- 


n nicious to all, is ſuch a deluſion! How dreadful 


uoere its effects upon our lamented friend] I cannot 


apprehend, that it w ould have been poſlible for him . 


to have languiſhed ſo many ycars in mental miſery, 
and to have died without the reſtoration of ſpiritua!l 


_ comfort, if the devices of Satan had not deterted 


- um from 12 er. God has promiſed every blel ſing 
On wn 


(#) 


in V anfwer to our requeſts, but none without them. 
While praver is kept up, however feebly, there is 
| hope ſor the future; as while the body breathes, 
' there may. be continuance and reſtoration. A 


perſon, well known to ſome of you, and well ac- 


gquainted with the ſtate of our deceaſed en d 


w hoſe experience ſomewhat reſembled her's, onc 


told me, that ſhe believed nothing world b. we is. 
_ duced her to perſiſt in waiting upon God, but the 


ſtate in which Mr. Cowper remained after ceaſing 
to do ſo, At that time his cup of affliction was 


not nearly filled. Are you able to drink it to the 
dregs? Are you willing to endure unutterable de- 

ſpair to the end of life ? If not, © Pray without 
_ ceaſing ! ” Pray at the worſt of times ! Surely it 


will augment the joys of our departed friend in a 


tate of Glory, to know that the example of his paſt | 


5 res prompts you to perſeverance in prayer. 


Another leſſon of the utmoſt poſſible importfnce, f 


; is to be deduced from this inte reſting ſubject - o 


ADHERE TO THE REVEALED WORD OF | Gon, as your 
ground of hepe and rule of conduff. This is the 


flandard by which alone we have to try our ſenti- 


ments, our feelings, and our actions; but alas, how | 
deſective! is the uſe we make of this invaluable gilt! K 
Who is there that does not diſcover a ch if poſition to: 


leave out a part of God 'S word, rather than diſeard _ 
ſuch habits of opinion, experience, or "practice, 8 
cannot be rec onelled to this unerring guide ? Some 


there are, who while they profeſs to believe the 


ſeriptures, renounce the blood of Chriſt as the 55 


ground of pardon, and the work of the Eternal Spi- 


kit as the ſource of holineſs. While they ſubvert 


dhe foundation, others e demotith the 
| | ſuperſizucture ” 


| » the ſecret decrees of eternal Wiſdom, which belong 


5 againſt errors 


fuperſtructure of Chriſtianity. Speculating uporl 9 


to God alone, they reject both the injunctions f 
the Law and the invitations of the Goſpel, which 
he has vouchſafed to divulge for our profit. Withs 


out theſe means, which the Lord has provided and = 
| preſcribed for the healing of the nations, what can 


fſinners do but wax worſe and worſe, till the meaſure 


— - n is completed? While you guard 
ſo 


member that in whatever manner you decline fromm 


' the revealed will of God as your ſupport and guide 


through life, and whatever you may ſubſtitute in it's 


ftead, it muſt in it's degree be detrimental to your 


' ſpiritual welfare. The ſnare of which I apprehend 


| you are chiefly in danger, is the fame which the 


| experience of our deceaſed friend moſt ſolemnly — 
warns us againſt; that of adopting your das jo oY 


| Feelings as your ground of hope and rule of conduct. 
Io thig temptation, the conſtitution and habit of 


deſtructive in their tendency, re- 


Mr. Cowper's mind - peculiarly expoſed him; but ww 


na greater or ſmaller meaſure it eee 8 
people, and I doubt not it has been ſeverely fe 


br 


ſome of you. They who are liable to have their 


minds the moſt ſenſibly affected with religious im- 


preſſions, ſhould the more carefully guard againſt | 


flubſtituting them in the place of God's revealed 


| word. Our lamented friend had long and eminently 
enjoyed the love of Chriſt ſhed abroad in his heart. 


| His ſpiritual nh and rejoicing had been un= 


uůually great. His 


| theſe enjoyments, were proportionably aggravated, 
So deplorable an alteration in himſelf, led him to 
ſuppoſe that an equal change had taken place in the — 


iſtreſs and terror, that ſucceeded — 


e 1 


8 mind of God; 1 that, aſter "ROI 3 bim 50 


0 to a foretaſte of heaven, he had doomed him to 


endleſs miſery. Alas, how had he forgotten oY 
2 . theme of his brighter hours . | 


. Thete i is a fountain G11'd with Wood © 
FE, ' Drawn from Emmanuel's veins; _ 
TR And ſinners plung'd beneath that flood, 
Loſe all their guilty ſtains 
i Dear dying Lamb, thy precious blood 
Shall never loſe its pow't; _ 
| Til all the ranſom'd church of G 
Be fav'd, to ſin no more.“ 4 


ths oht we to conclude, when we Joſe: our comb, 


py that Chriſt has therefore loſt his power to ſave 1 
Was it for theſe, that we were accepted of God ? 

If not, why muſt we be rejected when they are 
; removed ' ax Chriſt i is able to ſave to the uttermoſt 


all who come to God by him, ſeeing he ever hveth _ 


to make interceſſion for them. He is the fame, 
5 yeſterday, to day, and for ever. Him that cometh _ : 


unto him, He will in no wiſe caſt out.“ When, 


therefore, you can derive neither comfort' nor hope 1 
from your preſent feelings, and when all paſt enjoy- 
ment only enhances your preſent diſtteſs, recolle& 
that the promiſes of God in Chrift can ſuffer no 


change; that his power and grace ate ſuſceptible | 


df no decay ; that to be deterred by your change» | 
able feelings from ſecking and truſting in Chrift, is 
to place them in the room of his revealed word; and = 


that it was time for the Lord to withdraw your 


A religious comfort, when you were reſting on that, | 


: Inſtead of his infallible promiſe, © You would 
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but ill have enjoyed,” fays a ſenſible foreign writer, 
but ' that which you Ene not how to Parr as 


| (43) 
The ſtrange perſuaſion, which I have already aid . 


our late friend entertained, that it was his duty ta 
- deprive himſelf of life, aroſe. from this error, of 


fubſtituting his feelings for the word of God, As 


I fear that ſimilar temptations may not be uncom- 


mon to minds whoſe natural melancholy affects their 
religious experience, I think it my duty to be ex- 


|  plicit on this ſub} ect. T have argued with him on 
the impoſſibility hat God ſhould command him to 
tranſgreſs his own law; and he ſupported his 


opinion by this plea that the force with which the ; 


_ Impreſſion of ſuch 4 duty had been made upon his Bo 


: mind, was equal to that of any he had received 
from the truths of Scripture. He alledged in his 


vindication, the example of Abraham, who hefitated 


not to put to death his beloved and only ſon, at = 
the command of God; and judging himſelf called 


in like manner to perform an extraordinary act of _ 


faith, he concluded that his failure was therefore an 2 


unmparallelled offence, beyond the reach of pardon, 
Beware leſt any of you miſapply the lier of. 


Abraham, through forgetfulneſs that you are under 


Aa diſpenſation very different from that of the patri= 


archal age. Before the Lord vouchſafed a written 


record of his will, he doubtleſs diſtinguiſhed with 
infallible certainty, the immediate revelations which 
| he imparted to choſen perſons, However incon= 


fiſtent the promiſe and the command that were 


b ads to Abraham muſt have appeared, he knew, —_ 
beyond a poſſibility of doubt, that both came from NN 

_ God, But if your minds are at different tien 
| Rtrongly imprefted with oppotite purpoſes, mov ane” - 
you to diſtinguiſh that which is agreeable to the 


Ti, of God! 1  Doubtleks, by mY. all to oy +, 
; ee 


57 3 of his uneriing bits uncles. wall. 80 5 
the prophet Iſaiah directs, * to the law and the 


: teſtimony : if they ſpeak not according to this 


word, it is becavſe there is no light in them.” 
Thus try. the ſpirits and the doctrines of preachers; _ 


N ” prove all things ; hold faſt that which is good, and 
abſtain from that which appears to be SL " T0 


this teſt, bring your religious feelings; looking to 


the ſure word of inſpiration, as to a light ſhining 


amidſt darkneſs. With this © ſword of the Spirit,“ 


05 oppoſe your fpiritual enemies; replying to every 


ſuggeſtion of Satan, after our Lord's pattern, It 
zs written.” Only thus, can your ways and thoughts —” 


. be aſſimilated to the ways and thoughts of Gap. 


I cannot cloſe this diſcourſe without remarking, 


5 | that our time has been employed, and our attention | 
engaged, on the preſent occaſion, in a very unuſual 


* manner. Never before, from this pulpit, or from 


aany in this town, have you probably heard ſo much 


| ſpoken of a. fellow creature. The circumſtances 
deſcribed, and the degree in which they have intereſt- _ 
ed our minds, however remarkable, would not in 
my judgement vindicate the employment of an 2 
devoted to Chriſtian Worſhip, merely to contenj- 
plate the character of a mortal like ourſelves. But 
I truſt that our ſubject at this time, is eminently 


adapted to lead us to the Lamp or Cop that taketh 


| gway the fin of the world. Only through the ef- 


cacy of His precious blood to atone for guilt, did 
pur late excellent neighbour ever cheriſh a hope of 


Salvation. Upon this ground alone, we build gur 


Confidence that he is now exalted to a ſtate of hap- 


wy pineſs and glory. You have ſeen that a life af faith 
5 bu e ch as able and willing. to deliver you 


2 


? earth. 
meaſure, upon the comfort you have already, enjoyed 


#7 72 *. 


) 


rom all e A 1 18 the only way of peace and j joy upd 
You have ſcen the danger of relying, in any, 


* 


in his ſervice, inſtead of truſting in Him who. is. the 
: inexhauſtible ſource, of conſolation. - You. have ſcen, 


an aſtoniſhing inſtance of the unchangeable. love of, EL IJ 


hriſt to his people, in the preſervation of our dear 


gcceaſed friend, through trials more dreadful than 4 


ow; 5 the heated furnace of the Chaldean monarch; and 
in his peaceful diſmiſſion, aſter ſo many years of, 


miſery, to a world“ where ſorrow is unknown.” _ 
We have heard the voice of our High-prieſt r prove : 


the accuſer of his people; © The 1. — 5 that hatn 


choſen Jeruſalem, rebuke thee! Is not this a brand 7 


Plucked out of the fire ? * 


In touching upon ſome > the excellencies of our 


„ late amiable friend 's diſpoſition and conduct, w hien 

endeared him, I believe without a ſingle exception, 

dq every one who knew him, I have been often 

7 remin led of Him to whoſe image, all whom. God : 

' forenew as heirs of eternal life, He predeſtinated to 

be conformed. To avoid breaking the connexion, 1 
35 15 increaſing the extent of this diſcourſe, which is 


Yreſert greater than I withed it to be, 1 have 


: Fufltrel to trace ſtep is ſtep, this pleaſing | and 


5 1 reſemblance. 


ſupply this deficiency, by availing vourſelves of ſo 
Hblamcleſs and beautiful a pattern, as that which you _ 
ma know | was exhibited In our beloved neighbour, to 


8 


ut 1 hope that you will 


Chick your admiration of that matchleſs excellence ” 


hich ſhone forth in the human character of "Joins: * * 


in compariſon with whom, 


„ all things. below. that. ets. our As: _ 1. 
| Ge. alben, * with e Worm gt 5 


( 8: | i 
The reſemblance of the brighteſt Chiifian to his 


* and Saviour, can at the utmoſt riſe no higher 
than that of the moon's pale luſtre, to the dazzling 


| Fplendour of the Sun, from which it's exiſtence is 
75 red. * Whatſoever things are true, or venerable, 
or juſt, or pure, or lovely, or of good report, every . 
virtue and every praiſe,” have their perfection and 
_ . their ſource in the Son of God; to imitate whom, 
and to receive out of his fullnefs, is the higheſt f 
bappineſs and honour of his diſciples. Others we 
are to follow, only as they follow Chriſt. But 
ii things which ye have learned and received, 
and heard and ſeen,” in our excellent neighbour, 
in which he cloſely copied the heavenly pattern, 
_ * think of, and practife · thoſe things; ; — the © God 5 
1 of peace ſhall be with zou. ; 


Your eyes have been fuffuſed wits tears, LY f 


N | expreſſed the ſympathy of your hearts with = - 
x 2 8 8 7 ſufferings of our dear deceaſed friend, 


ave not theſe led you to recollect, and to be 


affected with the ſufferings of Jeſus? Like Job, 

our beloved neighbour ſuffered, not as a malefactor, 
nor an atrocious ſinner, but according to the wilt 5 
of God. His courſe, now finiſhed, affords indeed „ 
an important ſequel to the hiſtory of Job, as it 
demonſtrates that a believer may nt only live, but 
alſo die under the preſſure of ſevere affliction, But 
both were juſtly liable to ſuffer, as partakers of the 


© guilt and depravity from which none of the race of 


Adam is exempt, 


8 Jeſus alone ſuffered without ſin; 
not merely as an example, though as the brighteſt _ 
example of ſuffering meckneſs and patience ; but aa 
we only atonement that could be made for us. 
* | 828 it Dore g our ns in his own Tour on the nb, 8 


"108 


TY). 


| bor our Bee he was wounded, and bruifed | 
for our iniquities; the chaſtiſement of our peace 
| Was upon him, and with his ſtripes we are healed.” 
That we may © run with patience the courſe that 


js before us,” of trial and affliction, let us look 


unto Jeſus the author and finiſher of faith, who for _ 
the joy that was ſet before him, endured the crols, > 


: diſregarding the ſhame.” 8 1 
Finally, remember, amidſt the difficulties ind : 
diſtreſſes that we may be called either ourſelves ts 


ſiuffer, or to ſee others endure, all is in the hand of 


| Jeſus, as © the Mediator between God and men; 
who gave himſelf a ranſom for all.” All power is 


committed to him, in heaven and on earth. Satan 


a by haraſſing and tempting the diſciples of Chriſt, 5 


and the men of the world by reſiſting or perſecut= : 


Rp ing them, can only accompliſh the purpoſes, ane 
, advance the kingdom of our Redeemer. His ways 
and thoughts are above ours, certainly therefore 


above thoſe of our enemies, as the heavens are above 


the earth. Let it be our concern, to profit from ; 


„ preſent meditation, by bringing our thoughts 
and our ways into a proper ſubjection and conform- 


ity to His. Let us © follow them who through _ 
faith and patience inherit the promiſes ; ; and cre. 


Jong we ſhall join the heavenly choir, ſinging, 


Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God: =: 
Almig hty ! our and true are ord ways, thou 


of fant OS 


8 " 


| Primed by FR Wache, erer _ 
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